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I asked Mr. Gandhi how he would propose to deal with the question of the substantial revenue which Government in India derives from liquor taxation He replied that this revenue should be replaced "by a corresponding cut in the Indian military budget".
We discussed different methods of approach to a solution of the Indian liquor problem I pointed out that m England we stressed the importance of scientific teaching in the schools as to the nature of alcohol and the effect of alcoholic indulgence. Mr Gandhi said that to a limited extent instruction on the subject was given m Indian schools, but he was disposed to rely on the religious sentiment of the country as sufficient to maintain the national protest against the use of drink He regarded the increase of drinking in India as closely associated with industrialization, and stressed the fact that depressing industrial conditions favour the prevalence of alcoholism
Local option and national prohibition seem to him to differ in this way:
In a country like Britain, where the liquor habit is rooted in history, and where probably the majority of people are users of liquor, local option might be applicable. But India needs no intermediate policy, she is ready for the enactment of complete national prohibition. The sentiment of the country would unquestionably sustain it.
With regard to the opium habit, he pointed out that this is not now as widely diffused m India as the alcohol habit. The growth of the poppy has diminished in recent years. The Government has rationed the export of opium, so that opium exports decrease by 10 per cent annually This has been a wise and salutary measure Mr. Gandhi said.
The opium habit is indigenous, but the moral sense of the Indian people would require early, thoroughgoing prohibitive action in this regard also. National prohibition of opium for use in India is requisite, except in so far as opium is required strictly for medicinal and scientific purposes.
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